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Meán Fómhair 2021
A thuismitheoirí / a chaomhnóirí,
Fáilte ar ais tar éis an tsamhradh. We have all settled back and míle buíochas to the staff
who work hard to keep the school a safe space for the girls.
Board of Management
Our school has a dedicated and hard-working Board of Management which meets
regularly.
The Board has eight members, with equal representation from the Patron, the Teaching
Staff, Parents and the wider community. The term of office is for four years and the
current BOM is in place until 30th November 2023.
It is comprised of:
Patrons’ Representatives: Dr. P.J. Sexton (Chairperson) and Fr. Larry White.
Teachers’ Representatives: Mrs. Anne McCarthy (Principal) and Mrs. Katie Stokes.
Parents’ Representatives: Ms. Clodagh Farrell and Mr. Martin Dolan.
Community Representatives: Mrs. Bernadette Hollingsworth (Treasurer) and Mr.
Shane Brodie.
Parents’ Association
The AGM of the Parents’ Association takes place on Tuesday 5th October 2021. The
PA contact e-mail is : pa@belgroveseniorgirls.ie
COVID 19
The HSE has provided information for parents about the changes to contact tracing and
testing for children aged between 3 months and 13 years in early learning and care,
school aged childcare, education, primary school sports and social settings. You can
view it on the school website or at the following address:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/13610-information-for-parents-about-the-changes-tocontact-tracing-and-testing-for-children-aged-between-3-months-and-13-years-in-earlylearning-and-care-elc-and-school-age-childcare-sac-education-primary-school-sports-andsocial-settings/

Other resources for parents for download can be found here:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/a04fc-advice-for-students-and-their-families/
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Extra Costs
Míle buíochas to all parents/ guardians who have paid the Booklist Extra Costs so
promptly. Some Extra Costs payments are still outstanding and I remind anyone who
has not paid these costs yet to try to do so as soon as possible. The total for Extra
Costs is €95.00. Please pay online – your e-mail address is required for this. Please
note this is a separate payment to the Voluntary Contribution. Should your financial
circumstances have changed to such an extent that you have a genuine problem
regarding this payment, please talk to your daughter’s Class Teacher or to myself. This
will be on a confidential basis.
Voluntary Contributions
On behalf of the Board of Management of the school, thank you to those
parents/guardians who have also given the Voluntary Contribution to school funds.
The Voluntary Contribution requested is €75 (or €100 per family).
PERSONAL ACCIDENT INSURANCE – 24HR COVER:

In accordance with the policy of the Board of Management of the school, all pupils in
the school are included in the Personal Accident Insurance Scheme with 24hr cover.
The cost of this is €6.40 and is included in Booklist Extra Costs.
School Lunches
 We encourage your daughter to have a healthy and
nutritious lunch each day including fresh fruit
and/or veg. As well as being good for your child’s
general well-being, healthy eating also adds to her
ability to concentrate at school. Please try to avoid
sweet treats or chocolate, and to also include other
healthy options (e.g. sandwich, pitta bread, ricecake, etc.). We do not allow fizzy drinks, crisps,
chewing gum or boiled sweets.
 Please ensure your daughter has a drink each day.
 All unfinished lunches should be brought home. In this way, you will know
what your daughter is not eating at school.
School Uniforms
 Please ensure that tracksuit tops and jackets etc. are clearly
labelled with your daughter’s name.
 Only minimum, safe jewellery should be worn at school.
 Your daughter can wear layers to keep warm
o under the tracksuit top: vest, cami, long-sleeved white top
o over the tracksuit top: dark coloured gilet
 Please keep uniform for school use – change out of it when at
home.
 Have appropriate rainwear for when the weather changes.
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First Holy Communion
Comhghairdeas to the 3rd and 4th class girls who
received the Sacrament of First Holy Communion
recently! Many thanks to Deirdre Ward, the
Sacramental Co-ordinator, and the priests who
ensured it was a lovely memorable occasion for the
girls. The Parents’ Association provided each girl with a little gift.
The Dogs Trust Short Story Competition 2021:
The Winners
“The winner of the Junior category was Amy Rose,
who is just 8 years of age. Amy Rose’s story “The Big
Audition” explores the exciting world of showbiz and
has plenty of twists and turns along the way. We were
so impressed by the story, but also the quality of the prose in this wonderful piece. Well
done Amy Rose.” Dogs Trust.
Isabella Rossi came 2nd place, Cairenn Ó’Maonaigh 3rd place and Emily Thompson 4th
place! Comhghairdeas a chailíní!
Comhghairdeas to Ellen Keane, past pupil who won gold in the Tokyo Paralympics
Games 2020 (She claimed gold in the
SB8 100m breaststroke! ).

By Fiona Xu, 6th class
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Dublin City Libraries - Back to School
Web: www.dublincitylibraries.ie
Be sure to check out
https://www.dublincity.ie/library/blog/back-school-resources too. Remember: it's free
to join your local library and you can start using some library services even before
you pick up your card!
 BorrowBox
o Did you know that, in addition to
physical library books, you can also borrow 5 eBooks
and 5 eAudiobooks at a time for free
from BorrowBox?
o Download the app to a tablet or smartphone.
 The TumbleBook Library
o This wonderful collection of interactive animated
books encourages children to enjoy reading in a
format they’ll love.
o Suitable for independent readers and learners.
 Libby
o Fancy an adventure with pirates or robots? Meet
Libby! The Libby App has hundreds of magazines,
comics and graphic novels.

Dublin Book Festival
“This year’s Dublin Book Festival brings a selection of fun,
engaging and educational events. Help young writers create
their own story at the Fighting Words Story Writing
Workshop (ages 9-12), find your next great read at the virtual
Children’s Books Ireland Book Clinic, or get festive
with Siobhán Parkinson, author of Evie’s Christmas
Wishes!”
https://dublinbookfestival.com/programme/
Parking and Stopping
Please respect the ‘no stopping’ zone outside the school gates and also keep our
neighbours’ gateways clear at all times. Reminder to travel at a slow pace when driving
by the Belgrove Schools! Keep our children SAFE.
For your daughter’s safety and your own, please always use the small pedestrian
entrance gate to the school rather than the wider vehicle entrance.
Please remind your daughter to walk across the road with her bicycle or scooter when
crossing with the school warden.
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Code of Behaviour
Reminder to read over the school Code of Behaviour with your daughter. You should
have a hard copy and it is available on the school website. Working together, as
teachers, parents and pupils we endeavour to make each girl’s school experience a
positive one. If you require a hard copy please contact the school office.
Cyberbullying
As per the Department of Education’s document “Anti-Bullying Procedures for
Primary and Post-Primary Schools September 2013 & our Anti-Bullying Policy
“placing a once-off offensive or hurtful public message, image or statement on a social
network site or other public forum where that message, image or statement can be viewed
and/or repeated by other people will be regarded as bullying behaviour”.
Please ensure your daughter fully understands this.
www.webwise.ie has good advice and
support for parents regarding online
issues, latest apps and social networks.

Information Booklet
On our website www.belgroveseniorgirls.ie you will find our “Information Booklet”
for parents/guardians on the right hand side. Please read this to familiarise yourself with
school procedures.
Beginning of Year Teacher/Parent Talk
Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 restrictions, we are unable to have parents into the
classrooms at the beginning of the year the way we usually do. We will however, send
you an email with the updated Additional Information Sheet, which gives some advice
regarding homework. This updated sheet will be placed on the school website –Annual
Information -click on the relevant year e.g. Second Class Information.
SEN (Special Education Needs) Model
The Department of Education Circular 13/2017: Circular to the Management Authorities
of all Mainstream Primary Schools states:
“The Special Education Teaching model provides a single unified allocation for
special educational support teaching needs to each school, based on the school's
educational profile. This single allocation allows schools to provide additional
teaching support for all pupils who require such support. Schools will deploy
resources based on each pupil's individual learning need, as opposed to being based
primarily on a diagnosis of disability”.
Obair Bhaile: Homework Policy
Below are the approximate times children should spend on homework:
Rang 2:
20 – 30 mins
Rang 3:
30 – 40 mins
Rang 4:
40 – 50 mins
Rang 5&6:
50 – 60 mins
It is important that you inform your daughter’s class teacher if she is not managing to
complete her homework in the recommended time.
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TUSLA (Educational Welfare Services Child and Family Agency)
It is a requirement for schools to report absences of 20 days or more to TUSLA.
Under this arrangement, we must also categorise the reason for each absence, hence
the importance of explaining why your daughter will be/has been absent, on every
occasion. This can be done via the absence facility on your Aladdin Connect which is
our preferred method of communication. There are two mandatory reporting periods
in the year: end of December and the end of the school year. Please note that reports
are cumulative from the start of the school year. Please see www.tusla.ie for further
details.
Ná déan dearmad
 Rented Books Please ensure your daughter treats the books she receives from
the school with care over the year, as they will be used again by other children.


Please LABEL your daughter’s coat/ jacket and uniform. The amount of
lost property that builds up over the school year is incredible. Lynch’s of
Marino sell iron on labels. Sew on labels can be ordered online.



Please note we do not allow the distribution of party invitations or cards in
classes or on the school grounds.



Please ensure your after school arrangements are very clear with your
daughter before she comes to school. The school phone is for emergencies
only.



Head-Lice
For the sake of all our children and of our parents, please ensure your daughter’s
hair is tied back, remain vigilant at all times and check her hair regularly. As
a parent/guardian, this is your responsibility.



Dog Owners/Minders
On the grounds of health and safety, please do not bring your dog inside the
school gates, even if you are holding the dog!

Fáilte: Parents are welcome!
Please remember that parents are welcome to contact the school. Unfortunately, due
to COVID-19 restrictions, we are not having parents onto the school campus unless it
is necessary and by prior appointment only. Please email or phone the office with
your query.
Should it be necessary to call to the school, please ring the Senior School doorbell. The
secretary will speak to you via the intercom.
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School Holidays/Laethanta Saoire:
Available on the school website www.belgroveseniorgirls.ie. You can keep up to
date with newsletters on our school website and follow us on twitter@belgrovesgns.
Míle buíochas for all your support.
Is mise le meas,

Mrs. Anne McCarthy,
Príomhoide
Dataí
Primary Language Curriculum Half Day School Closure
 Friday 15th October at 12 noon
6th Class Graduation
 Tuesday, 28th June 2022 at 11.00a.m.
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