
Additional Information from Fifth Class Teachers 
 
Dear Parents/ Guardians, 

Fáilte go Rang a Cúig. We are looking forward to a productive and rewarding 

year.  

The following is a list of pointers to help your daughter’s transition to her new 
class run as smoothly as possible. 

We are looking forward to working with you for your daughter’s benefit. 
 

Curriculum: 
 
Gaeilge 
 The Revised Curriculum places emphasis on oral work in Irish. Please try to  

use the “cúpla focal” you have, to develop your daughter's interest and love 

of the language.  

 Encourage your daughter to read her léitheoireacht silently and then listen 

to her reading aloud. 
   

English 
 Reading: 
It is very important that your child reads every evening for at least 20 minutes 

(including weekends and holidays). Encourage your daughter to read aloud for 

part of this time to you, and talk to her about what she is reading. You might ask 

her to summarize it for you, and give her opinion on the story and the characters 

in the book.  We cannot over emphasise the importance of developing a love of 

reading at this stage. 

 Writing: 
Children will be encouraged to join their writing all of the time now. 

Pen will be introduced and the children will gradually switch from pencil to pen 

for written work. 

Please encourage neatness at all times. 

 Spelling: 
Encourage your daughter to write out her spellings each night using the  

Look, say, cover, write, check method. 

 

Maths 
 It would be of great benefit if Maths could be done informally at home. Have 

fun with time, timetables, the calendar, money, capacity, length and distance 

so children can see the importance of Maths in everyday life.   

 Reinforcement is always needed in these areas. 

 Long division will be introduced this year. 

 Estimation forms a part of the revised curriculum so encourage your 



daughter to estimate the cost of items being bought.  Round up for the 

numbers 5 and above; down for the numbers 4 and below. 

 Revise tables every night….the children really need to know their tables 
inside out!  

 

S.E.S.E. 
Your daughter will also be encouraged to work on projects individually and in 

groups. Try to encourage her to work independently and point her in the right 

direction. A few handwritten or typed lines in the child’s own words are more 
beneficial than pages printed out from the internet that the child does not 

understand. 

 
Music 
As your child will be learning the recorder please encourage and praise her for 

the effort she is making.  She could also be encouraged to experiment and 

compose tunes on the recorder to further develop her musical understanding.  

Have fun! 

 

S.P.H.E. 
 This year the S.P.H.E programme provides the children with opportunities to 

understand the changes that take place in their bodies. 

Please talk to your daughter about growing up. 

  

Homework: 
 Children should be encouraged to achieve a greater independence in 

completing homework and should be able to lay it out neatly and clearly. 

 Try to have a consistent routine (time and place). 

 Remember the importance of oral, reading and learning homework. 

 Children’s homework or notebook should be signed as it provides you with 

an opportunity to see what your child is covering in school and a chance for 

an informal chat on how their day went. 

 Class teachers should be informed if your child is having great difficulty 

with any aspect of homework. 

 Homework will not be given on a Friday. 

 

School Requirements: 
 Please ensure your daughter has all the correct copies and books. 

 Each child is also required to have an art shirt.  

 

 

 

 



Communication:  
 If you have any concerns regarding your daughter, you are most welcome to 

     arrange an appointment with her teacher.  

 If your daughter is absent please send in a note on a separate sheet of paper 

as these must be retained in order to monitor attendance, as required by the 

National Education Welfare Board. 

 If you have any talent or area of expertise that you would be willing to share 

with the class we would be delighted so please let us know! 

 

Healthy Lunches:  
Nutritious Lunches are vital to your child’s health and performance at school. 
Lunches should include: sandwiches, fruit, yoghurt, etc. Crisps, boiled sweets, 

lollipops and  fizzy drinks are not allowed and we ask you to keep treats to a 

minimum.  

Unfinished lunches and recyclable containers are to be taken home daily. 

 

Assessment:  
 MICRA T Reading  Test and Sigma T Mathematics Tests are administered 

in May/June. 

 Weekly class based tests – please sign and return to school to keep informed 

of your daughter’s progress. 
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