
Rainforests are the oldest living ecosystems in the world! Even though they 

only cover 6% of  the world’s surface, they are home to 50-80% of  all plant and 

animal species on Earth.  

The Amazon rainforest alone is home to 390 billion individual trees and 2.5 

million species of  insects. 

Bornean Orangutan (Pongo pygmaeus) 

How have orangutan’s adapted to live in the rainforest? 

____________________________________________________ 

What is the diet of an orangutan?  

____________________________________________________ 

A male orangutan has cheek flanges on its face. What 

are they used for?  

_____________________________________________________ 

The Bornean orangutan is Critically Endangered in the 

wild due to habitat loss from deforestation.  Trees in the 

rainforest are being cut down to make room for palm oil 

plantations and cattle ranching.  

Golden Lion Tamarin (Leontopithecus rosalia) 

Where do Golden Lion Tamarins live in the wild? 

____________________________________________________ 

What role do these monkeys play in the rainforest? 

____________________________________________________ 

As an endangered species, the Gold Lion Tamarin is under 

threat due to deforestation and the pet trade. Because of the 

monkey’s ‘cute’ appearance, they are taken from the wild to be 
sold as pets.  

Rainforest Ranger Worksheet  

3rd & 4th Class 



What does the word biodiversity mean? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Can you name a carnivore and a herbivore that lives in the rainforest?  

Carnivore: ______________________________      Herbivore:  _____________________________      

 

The Rainforest  

Our graph shows the annual rainfall 
recorded in each ecosystem. 

1 inch = 2.5 cm 

How many centimetres of rainfall per 
annum is recorded in a rainforest? 

_______________________________ 

As a class, investigate another type of 
ecosystem to discover how they differ 
from a rainforest.  

A tropical rainforest consists of four     
layers, each home to a different array 
of plants and animals. While the 
emergent layer is home to the tallest 
trees, this windy and wet habitat has 
little life living here. The highest      
biodiversity is seen in the sunny, 
sheltered canopy layer.  

Can you name an animal that lives in 
the canopy? 
______________________________ 
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